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4 THE FINAL SEMESTER: TIME TO COAST? h

An anonymous, wise man once wrote, “Going to college doesn’'t make you educated any more than standing i a gara
makes you a car”. 2Qlgraduating seniors may begin to feel that once they have completed the college application| process
the task of preparing themselves for higher education can be put on the backAmorey the best lessonsferfed by
college freshmen returning home for holiday break are heartfelt stories about their sudden emersion in the deepjend of |
academic swimming pool. Many have related harrowing tales of near-drowning before grasping the life-saving cqncepts ¢
time management and study organization. Use the final semester of high school to develop or sharpen the kindsjof survi
skills that will allow you to hit the ground running, once those feet touch the campus of your choice. Education jdoes nc
happen by osmosiés ehowcom advises: “Make your voyages of self-discovery (and academic mistakes) now while your
teachers care about your personal growth.” For excellent ideas on getting ready for the rigors of college academics, look
#1-5 on:http://www.ehowcom/how_218132_college-as-high-school-student.htmOf course, there are still some ngits

and bolts issues remaining in the college admissions process. For example, the now shorter and simpler online veysion of
FAFSA (FreeApplication for Federal tBdentAid) is now available athttp://www . fafsa.gov The earlier this financial ai
application is submitted, the better the chances of receiving financial aid from both government and institutionaRsalfces.
check-out the Tracking Sheet on p. 3 and Senior Checklist on p. 4 for keeping application requirements and|materia
organized and updated.

2011 Legislative Update
*** The recent congressional December compromise tax bill will extend for two years a series of expiring tak break:
includingtax credits for college tuitiohe tuition tax credit is an extension of A&raerican Opportunitffax Credit which
is worth up to $2,500. There is also a student-loan interest deduction worth up to $2,500. Individuals will also b able t
continue contributing up to $2,000 a year tax-free to Coverdell Education SAcrmts.
*** Because lawmakers underestimated a surge in students going to college, a gap in funding for the Pell Grant col
impact students as early as fakof 2011. Some needy students would still receive grants, just much less than they might
expect. Some students toward the top of the income eligibility scale would not qualify for aid at all if availablg money
shrinks. For a student who qualified to receive the maximum amoumhakienum Pell grant would decrease from
$5,550 to $4,705, should congress not act to increase funding.

LISTING COLLEGES ON THE FAFSA

The FAFSA online application allows you to search and findTitle Code numbers needed for each college or univ]rsity

(maximum number ten) that you list on thEHFSA. Helpful hint: “List colleges that are to receive your data in alphalpeti-
cal orderAll your colleges will see the names of all schools on y@SA list. Sometimes colleges assume that the drder
of the schools is the order of preference. Listing alphabetically will remove this assumption.

HELPFUL FAFSA REMINDERS
1.Families can estimate 2010 figures when first submitting the orNR& A during the first week of Januaou will be
able to change estimates to actuals on the online SARERAId Report), then resubmit i¥ou will need your 201
1040, 1040/0r 1040EZ Federal tax return form to clarify and documeridjgsted Gross Income (AGI) and taxes p4id.
2.Don't forget to report all the required sources of untaxed incdimese include Social Securighild support andid
to Dependent Children (ADC)t®&lents planning to file as married, must be married on or before the date tiAgt 8#e |F
is submitted.
3. If you're filing as a dependent, both you and your parents must sign. Be sure to get a PIN for both df you a
www.pin.ed.gov
4. Use your legal name as it appears on your Social Security card. Nicknames or aliases will cause a procesging del:

Continued on page 2
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COLLEGE NEWS
<4 For fall 2011 Stanford has admitted 754 restric-
tive early-action (REA) applicants to the Class of
2015 and deferred about 500 more. 5,929 stu-
dents applied, a 12.7% acceptance rate. The in-
tended freshman class for 2011 is 1725. 44% of
those have already been accepted. Only 10% of
REA applicants were deferred to the regular admis-
sions pool. Two-thirds of those accepted students
were either international (7%), students of color
(50%) or first-generation college (10%).
<4 Anthony P. Monaco, a geneticist whose research
on the genetic basis of neurological disorders led
to major breakthroughs, has been appointed the
new President of Tufts University (MA). Monaco
has been a professor of human genetics at the Uni-
versity of WOxford since 1997. He attended
Princeton University on a scholarship, becom-
ing the first person in his family to attend college.
<4 The number of Chinese college students in this
country jumped by 30% to 127,628 in 2009-10,
pushing past India, according to the annual “Open
Doors” report from the Institute of International
Education. So sharp was the rise in Chinese enroll-
ment that the U.S. saw a 3% overall gain in interna-
tional students to 690,923 students, even though
more than half of the top 25 sending countries saw
declines.
4 Although early decision is binding, no college
will hold a student to a contract if a family deter-
mines that the financial aid package is inadequate.
It's not that colleges are being deceptive in failing
to disclose this practice, but they certainly don't
want to encourage students’ “bailing” from an early-
decision commitment based on the “I can't afford
it" excuse. It is easier to get into the top-choice
colleges through early decision because colleges
really want qualified students who want them. Like-
wise, it is typically easier to get the aid needed.
4 American Sign Language is close to surpassing
German as the third-most-studied foreign language
at America’s colleges and universities. Only 4,500
more students study German than study ASL, and
enroliment in classes for the gesture-based lan-
guage used by the deaf increased 16% since the
last survey three years ago.
4 How many colleges try to use college rankings,
such as the U.S. News & World Report, to an
institution’s advantage? A new surveys released
by the National Association for College Admission
Counseling has found that of the 80% of colleges
that believe their institutions appear “favorably” in
the rankings, 71% promote their rankings results
in marketing materials.

Continued from page 1

HELPFUL FAFSA REMINDERS

5.1f your parents are divorced or separated, the parent with whorp you
lived the most during the past 12 months is the parent responsiile for

filling out the AFSA. This is not necessarily the parent who has |
custody or claimed you on their income tax form.

6. Prepaid tuition plans are not reported as assets OAB®RA:

***|f you're unclear about a question or are having trouble filling out
FAFSA, this year you will have immediate access of online chat co
tions with AFSA officials. If that promised system fails, call the Fedé
SudentAid Information Center &it-800-4-FEDAID (1-800-433-3243).

STILL LOOKING FOR SCHOOLSWITH TIME TOAPPLY?
For graduating seniors with 3.0+ &Bnd 1200/1800+ SAscores,
many private schools with later deadlines are more likely to offer a

gal

he
nec-
ral

trac-

tive financial aid packages. Even seniors applying to the most compgtitive

schools, need to include one or two of such opportunities whether
financial aid will determine the final choice. Colleges with later dead|
should not be viewed as less strong schools. They are seeking to
as many qualified applicants as possible, and many times the colleg
does not carry the same national “product recognition” as the more

recognized and marketed schools.

The best way to find these schools is to bps://mww.commonapp.

Dr not

ines
attract

2 name
nighly

org/SearchEngine/SimpleSearch.aspihe search engine of the Cofn-

monApplication website. Select country and one or more state

5 and

distance of less than xxx miles from your entered Zip Code, and yvrite:

02/01/201 in “Deadline on or after” windowhen click “Search.” For
“California, more than 100 miles from 97504,” eleven private schoo

S are

listed with links to requests for info and to school websites. Don’t ppit all

your eggs in one basket!

THE NEW UNDER-REPRESENTED MINORITY
Anecdotal evidence suggests that some colleges and universities
voring men by admitting them at higher rates than women to try tc
serve a male-female balance on campus. Many admissions office
tinely look at male applicants’ test scores and grades with lower ex
tions than they have when viewing those of female appli¢esdsnpling
of eastern private schools shaWiiliam and Mar y (VA) admitted 43%
of its male applicants and 29% of its female applicants in fall 22Q@3ar
College (NY) admitted 34% men who applied and 21% wo
Swarthmore College(PA) admitted 19% men and 14% wom

are fa-
pre-
S rou-

pecta-

n,
n,

Wesleyan University(CT) admitted 30% men and 25% women. Fe-

male applicants far outnumbered male candidates at all four s¢heo

S.

vate undergraduate colleges may legally discriminate bﬁsﬂxtectiorzl
t.

that allows single-sex institutions to endure. Public colleges may n
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Students:

to which you apply

TRACKING SHEET FOR COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES

NAME OF COLLEGE / UNIVERSITY

Make a copy of this tracking sheet and staple it to the front of a manilla.fdJderone for each of the college

APPLICATION DUE DATE

IF MAILED, GET A CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

COPY MADE OF APPLICATION

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION #1 SENT / DATE

TEACHER RECOMMENDATION #2 SENT / DATE

COUNSELOR / SCHOOL REPORT / TRANSCRIPT SENT / DATE

FINANCIAL AID FORMS SENT/DATE

SAT SCORES SENT /DATE

SAT SUBJECT TEST SCORES / DATE

ACT SCORES SENT

MID-YEAR REPORT SENT

7 SEMESTER TRANSCRIPT SENT / DATE

IF SUBMITING FAFSA ONLINE:

PRINT ONLINE CONFIRMATION PAGE AND STUDENT AID REPORT (SAR)

UPDATED INFORMATION NOTES:

DATE

DATE

DATE

\ January 2011
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SENIOR CHECKLIST FOR JANUARY. . .

Submit your completed Frgpplication for Federal ttdentAid (FAFSA) to the processor as soon after January
1 as possible.

Keep copies of all forms you submit.
Ask parents to get income tax forms prepared e&thools may request them to prove eligibility for financial aid.

If you have already sent applications, check with school admission offices to see if your application is complete,
and that they have received your letters of recommendation.

At the end of January make sure your first semester transcript (sometimes called the 7th semester transcript) is
made available to the colleges to which you have applied.

If applying to private schools, find out whether they require the CSS PROFILE supplemental financial aid form.
Fees are required for filing the CSS. Check with your counselor for the CSS Registration Guide Booklet which
explains everything and has a list of schools which require the \W&8I&ite www.collegeboard.conor call
1-800-778-6888.

If still sending applications, don’t leave anything blank unless the application tells you to. Make sure all informatio
is accurate and legible (paper app. only). If you have any questionshdsitate to call the universisyadmis-
sions office. Did you wait until the last minute? Submit your application online.

Some schools require six-semester transcripts to be sent with applications submitted before Rdbkeasyre

these are sealed. It usually takes 4-7 days, so if you hal@€ it, order them immediate¥our school may

charge a fee for sending transcripts, usually $2-$5 per transcript. Some colleges only require self-reported grade
in the initial application, with a follow-up official seven-semester transcript sent after the first semester of senior
year to verify grades.

This is the month for paying attention to details, keep an eye on application and scholarship deadlines, and make
sure you have the right amount of postage. Get a Certificate of Mailing from the post office as proof of mailing.

-

COLLEGE SPOTLIGHT

CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
(Joey Pulone, “Chonicle OF Higher Education”, 12/5/10)

discount rate as high as 54% (42% national average) during the past decade. But for the incoming class in 20
was about 45%, and it dropped to just over 40% thisgGatnges in the universig/financial-aid process helped lower
discount rate while improving California Lutheramicademic profile. So did the plight of the s&friblic universities
better outreach to prospective students, and appealing new buildings, says Dane R.aReswdete director of adm

faculty for further merit awards. If they are willing to come, that helps demonstrate their iltdresisions dicials also
use aid to compete with public universities, offering students who are admitted to any of the top five Univ
California campuses the opportunity to attend California Lutheran for the price of a public cidllegé&ze of this fals
freshman class shot up 13% from the year before, and the 2010 class aveXagenGffom 3.53 in 2008 to 3.62
2010.California Lutherars comprehensive plan addresses students, once they are adrh#gtadmissions Gte then
begins an onslaught of personal contact in which parents of current students call parents of prospective st

line for Presidential ScholarshigarlyAction Notification.)

California Lutheran Universitywith about 2,300 undgraduates, depends on students for 90% of its revenue and had a

9, the |
he

S-

sion. After offering initial awards, the university invites the top admitted students to the campus to interview \ith the

Prsity of

In

dents,

professors write letters to students who are interested in their departmeire 9atting more of the top students |by
doing this,” says MrRowley A new fithess center and residence hall have also helped make the campus more dttractive
http://www .callutheran.edu/ January 15 Regular DecisioRRound | application deadlinddmission application dead-
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Look at the Net Cost, Not the Scker Price
(by Jane Bennett Clark, “Kiplinger”, 12/10/1)

The average cost of a year at a four-year private school has lately

COLLEGE NEWS

<4 For the last decade the number of minorities
gnyplled in Minnesota’s 17 four-year, liberal arts

about $36,000, compared with $21,000 a decade ago. Over the saméchepls has increased by 112%. This year, 17%

q

year period, family incomes have mostly stagnated. But this is no reas
give up on considering expensive private colleges. The net price of
vate college, the cost after financial aid, puts the total out-of-pocket
on average, closer to $22,000. Colleges currently offering a net price
$20,000 include some of the best institutions in the world, making th
downright bagain — and putting them at the top of Kiplinge2010-1
rankings for best values in private colleges and universRigsceton,
Kiplinger's No. 1-ranked universityeduces its $49,780 price to $16,3
on average, for students with neAdiong liberal-arts schools, which f
cus on undergraduateSyarthmore provides a first-class education

$18,791, nearly two-thirds off its $52,650 sticker price. Several lvy Le

K

(@Bl

Q)

soff tgcoming freshmen statewide are minorities,
n piare nearly 23% of transfers.
costThis winter, thousands of college students na-
yetgnwide will cut their sleigh riding and hot choco-
criata sipping short to travel around the country and
the world on service trips. About 72,000 stu-
dents went on “alternative” break trips in 2009,
2most of them spring break. Others took winter,
- spring, summer and weekend alternative breaks,
Dlraccording to Samantha Giacobozzi, of Break
ON®ay, an alternative-break resource that repre-

schools, includinyaleandHarvard, define need very liberall few wealthy
highly selective institutions, includindavidson Collegein Davidson, N.C.

sents more than 140 participating colleges.

raton

CCTOTT

offer merit scholarships to 20 percent or more of their students. Prin
not only meets the full need of qualified students but also puts familie
six-figure-plus incomes in its financial-aid pool. In this ys@ntering class
families with incomes of $160,000 to $180,000 qualified for an ave
grant (not loan) of $26,450. The recession has affected endowmer
forced such schools &¥illiams College (MA) and Dartmouth Univer-

sity (NH) to reinstate loans in some financial-aid packages. Jerfaceton
and the others have managed to keep their loan-free platige/

www.kiplinger.com/magazine/achives/best-values-in-private-colt
leges-2010-20Lhtml?si=1

D

1

Appealing Early (ED) CollegeAdmission Decisions
(National Association of College Admission Counselors Listserve)

Dir ect advice flom CollegeAdmissions Counselors:
“You can certainly call on behalf of the student to find out the reason fg
decision (be prepared to get a standard answer). Usually there isa p
for students to submit an appeal which varies from school to school |
“l would suggest not using the word ‘appeal’ but instead calling the a
sion office to ask if you can get some insight into the decision. W
worked in admission (19 years) we would be happy to talk to folks &
this, especially with ED situations.”
“Submit an appeal only if there is compelling NEW information about
student. For example, a parent/student who did not disclose a sign
dyslexic diagnosis for a 3.5 @Rtudent.”
“The actual appeal has to come from the student, not the parent.”
“What | like to see is specific information about why the studaretord is
not a indicator of success in college. It should address any specifig
lems, like a downturn in grades, and why that happeAag.documentar
tion that can be included is a plus.”
“The short answer is no, they do not entertain appeals, especially f
dents who have been denida. do so would make the process eter
since everyone would try it.”
“If deferred to the ‘spring pool’, a useful question might be what the stt
can do at this point to become a better candidate for admission to th
tution in question.”

1

r

[ €0 R~

with
CAREER WEBSITES

E?ﬁ%m’/www.casro.org/careers/
Students interested in numbers and interacting
with people might enjoy a career in Survey Re-
search. Survey professionals help their employ-
ers gather information on customer preferences
via interviews, web polls, and focus groups. Back-
grounds in marketing, psychology, sociology, eco-
nomics or English are great preparation. Survey
researchers work across the globe as interna-
tional companies look to tap emerging markets.
Employment of market and survey researchers is

r ekgected to increase 18 to 26 percent for all oc-

raxpssons through 2014. See website for more
details.

imis-

ehttp://www.natcom.org

b @ommunication skills consistently top the list of

desirable personal qualities companies seek from
thew college graduates. Students majoring in com-

ificaumication can concentrate in a variety of areas,

such as: speech communication, media studies,
advertising, business marketing, public relations,
organizational communication, journalism, broad-
praalst journalism and digital communications. This
National Communication Association website in-
cludes an excel spreadsheet database of 351
r Stummunication Programs at public and private
akchool in the U.S. It also includes the department
names of each school’s communication program.
deitk on “Communication Database™ at the bot-
inatiof the drop-down list under “Comm Programs”
listed across the top.

\ January 2011
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS & CONTESTS

2011 NAVY LEAGUE FOUNDATION SCHOLAR- BONNER SCHOLARS PROGRAM_  The Bonnef

SHIP PROGRAM The Navy League Foundation will Foundation provides four-yeaommunity service schol
be awarding four renewable $2500 4-year scholarshipsarships of $5.000to approximately 1500 students w
worth $10,000 each. Recipients are selected on the baskavehigh financial needand a commitment to servid

ho
e.

of academic record (minimum 3.0 &R leadership  You can apply for a Bonner Scholarshlp at any one @f 27

achievement, characteall-around ability and financial colleges and universities listed in the Bonner ScholargPro-
need. Must be a dependent or direct descendent of Segram at website: http://wwionnerorg/campus/bsg

Service personneDeadline for submission is March home.htm. Then contact the admissions office(s) tq ask
1, 201. For Application and instructionshttp:// for an application to the Bonner Scholars Program. |The
www.navyleague.org/scholarship/#qualifications application process and deadlines for each school varyffrom

campus to campudJniversity of Richmond (VA),
BEST BUY@15 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM The Setson University (FL), Davidson College(NC) and

announcement of the 20Bcholarship Program will be Oberlin College (OH) are among the Bonner Schdlar

available in Jan. 2011000 graduating high school se- colleges and universitiegor call: 609-924-6663)
niors will be selected to receive scholarships for $1,000.

Scholarship recipients will be chosen based on commuAMERICAN LEGION NA TIONAL HS ORATORI-
nity service and academic achievemeiriobable Ap- CAL CONTEST 53 awards déred annuallyAmounts
plication deadline: February 15, 201. Scholarship ~ vary from $1,500 to $18,000, non-renewable. Must g

oMm-

applications are available only to “@15 members” - you pose a prepared oration on some aspect of the Constitu-

can become a member for free on websdlitips:// tion of the United States with emphasis on the dutieq and
www.at1l5.com/contests_scholarships/atl5_scholar obligations of a citizen to the government, then asgend
ship. through the district and state levels to reach the natjonal
competition. Details athttp://www .legion.org/scholar
HOSPITALITY MAJORS/MARRIOTT SCHOL- ships/oratorical. If interest,immediately request in-
ARS PROGRAM  Offers financial support of up to formation online at: http://www.legion.org/oratorical/
$9,000 per year for four years for Hispanic students pur-request.Local Department contest winners must be fer-
suing a diverse range of career opportunities in hospitalitytified to theAmerican Legion National Headquarters|no
management, hotel management, food & beverage anthter thanMarch 8, 201.
culinary Application Deadline: March 1, 201 http:/
/scholarships.hispanicfund.org/applications/Click on: NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN FOUNDA TION
“Hospitality MajorsApplication/ Marriott Scholars Pro- SCHOLARSHIPS Scholarships are awarded in fwo
gram” categories: 1) ltaliaAmerican students who demonstrpte

outstanding potential and high academic achievemeris; 2)
TRIBUTE TO THE RESCUERS ESSA CONTEST Students from any ethnic background majoring or mingring

(9-10/11-12)  Separate categories are open to grades 9+ Italian language, Italian studies, Itallamerican studie

10 and 1-12 to win awards of $750, $500,$250, with top or a related field, who demonstrate outstanding potgntial

10% of winners receiving a personalized letter of achieve-and high academic achievements. Non-renewable §
ment sent to their principal and teache750-1000 words, — arship awards range from $2,000-$12,08pplication
students are asked to write about an individual or groupDeadline: March 4, 201. Applications for NIAF schol
that shows moral couragPostmark deadline: FEB- arships can only be submitted on-lirigtps://www.niaf.

RUARY 25, 201. http://www.adl.org/tribute_to_ org/scholarships/about.asp

rescuers/overviewasp

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY SCHOLAR-
PHI DELTA KAPPA SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS SHIPS 80to 100 renewable scholarships of up to $5

If you are a senior who is planning parsuing a career for African-AmericanAmerican Indian, and Hispanic hi¢h

in_education, apply for this scholarship. Scholarship school seniors intending to major in chemigigchemis
amountsApproximately 50 scholarships ranging from $500 try, chemical engineering, or chemical technology; at

to $1,000. They are given yearly by local PDK chaptersan accredited college or university on a full-time basis. Il/lust
0

to high school seniors graduating in the top third of their have demonstrated high achievement in chemistry
class with at least a 3.0 @PSubmit transcript, activities ~ence; show evidence of financial need for scholarshi
sheet, recommendations, essay relating to career goals &ccording to AFSAguidelines APPLICA TION DEAD-
your local PDK chapter (contacts on website) which alsoLINE: Mar ch 1, 201 1-800-227-5558 (ext. 6250) C
distributes application@pplication Deadline: March apply online athttp://www.acs.org Click on “Education”
1. 201 http://www .pdkintl.org/awards/pr ospective then “Student Programs”, then “more” under High Sch
.htm then scroll down to “ACS Scholars Program”

chol-

000

end

sci-
D aid

AN

ool,
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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS & CONTESTS
A VOICE FOR ANIMALS HIGH SCHOOL ESSAY HISPANIC METROPOLIT AN CHAMBER
CONTEST  Eleven awards ééred annuallyAward =~ SCHOLARSHIPS — Available to any person of Hist

amounts: 1st prize: $1,000; 2nd prize: $600; 3rd prize: $40Q,- i ancestrv i : :
: : y in Oregon or Clark Cougshington in-
Eight other awards from $250-$750 are also given. The, oo in continuing their education in a community qol-

contest usuallppensfor entries inJanuary andcloses in . ,
Mar ch. Your essay must be submitted online using a for £9€ fouryear college or universiynust have at least
.0 GPA as evidenced by a certified high school or collgge

which appears on the website only while the contest is openi:

Check website in January for all details (click on “Contest'ranscriptPostmark Application Deadline: January 29,
at top): http://www .hennet.org/ 2011 Application available athttp://www.hmccoregon

.com/scholarships/apply/

FEDERAL EMPLOYEE EDUCATION & ASSIS-

TANCE FUND  More than 400 regional merit awards OPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL ESSAY CONTEST
range from $250 to $2,500, plus 6 national awards of $5,00digh school students who are in the 10ththlor 12th
each. Open to seniors who are dependerisreént civil-  grades write short essays on the yearly topic.

ian federal and postemployees with at least three years,nqq EssayTopic: “How My Education is the Key to
federal service bugust 31, 201. Applications are avail- Successful FutureContact vour local Optimist Club i

gmir‘] ?ggﬁirye}nhgﬁighgmtgi}s\;ﬁvs r:ceS gg (\;\;g;%ﬁiiagnand early JanuaryClub winners advance to the District cop-
“Scholarships.” on the lefProbable Postmarked Dead- test to compete for a $2500 college scholarship. Hach
line: March 25. 201. District winner is automatically entered into the Internja-

tional Essay contest where a panel of judges select the top

KFC COLONEL 'S SCHOLARS KFC Colonels Schol- three essays. Scholarships awarded are: first place-$6{000;
ars enables high school seniors with entrepreneurial drivegcond place-$3,750; and third place-$2,24DClub-
strong perseverance adeémonstrated financial neetb  level contests are held by early Februarpbecause

pursue up to four years of study at an accredigllic  Local Club Deadline is Feb. 28, 2aifor submitting
institution in the state they residgtudents who meet the winning essay to the District levehttp://www.

criteria may apply online to become a KBQolonels  optimist.org/e/member/scholarships3.cfmTo locate

Scholar Sudents selected for this scholarship are eligible,” .ontact near ; .
. you, e-mail the Programs Departmerjt at:
to receive up to $20,000 to complete a bacheldegree proarams@optimist.ord.

program. Online Application Deadline: February 9,
2011. All details at:http://www .kfcscholars.org/.

Bewarel! CAREER WEBSITES

(from “College Impressions Newsletter”, Kingston, MA)

http:/www.berklee.edu/careers/default.html

Six signs that a scholarship opportunity matlive up to This Berklee College Music website contains information on
more than 50 careers in 13 music fields such as Film Scoring,

it's promise: i . o .
“ . Music Education, Songwriting, Business/Management, Tours/
1. “The scholarship is guaranteed or your money bagk. Roadwork, Performance, and Production & Engineering. There
2. “Youcantget this information anywhere else.” is an extensive section on the music therapy major and ca-
3. “May | have your credit card or bank account reer. Also includes other Music Career Resources and links to
numbers to hold this scholarship?” Music-Related Associations.

4. "We'll do all the work.” http://www.healthmanagementcareers.org

5. “The scholarship will cost you mongyThere is a Healthcare is one of today’s most dynamic and growing fields,
small handling fee which must accompany the || with a wide range of opportunities and challenges. This
application.” Internet resource will assist you in exploring a career in the

6. “Y ou've been selected by a ‘national foundation’ h_ealthcare management field and p_rowde you with mf(_)rma-
tion so that you can make a more informed career decision.

receive a scholarship”, ortd're afinalist’ina || |nciudes video segments of successful healthcare executives,
contest you never entered. teachers and students discussing careers as leaders of hospi-
tals and other healthcare organizations.
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Tufts University (MA) Takes a CompehensiveApproach to FreshmanApplications
(“Washington Post”, 1/21/10, RoberJ. Sernbeyy, author of “CollegAdmissions for the 21st Cenyliy

SAT scores and G¥% are much of what make or break a college applicatinthyet, over the course of my years inYiae
admissions dice, | found myself continually surprised by how many of the students we accepted had skyThsgloie4
but seemed to lack basic practical and creative skills, whereas others with more modest scores were stunning sjiccesse
Yale, both academically and personalfe can do a much better job of college admissions if we start thinking about sfudent
abilities diferently than we have for the past centMvig should assess and value analytical, creative and practical skills and
wisdom, not just the ability to memorize or do well on tefstsl we should admit people on the basis of their potentiaj for
leadership and active citizenship - people who will make a positive, meaningful and enduring difference to the World. Of
course, many admissiondioés try to do this alreadthrough essays and the like, but their applications nonetheless rémain
anchored on test scores and grades. This is in part because scores and grades can be quantified and therefpre get |
weight than more abstract qualiti#s.measure these intangibles, in 198ts University (MA) designed a project who
goal was to determine whether including a mix of creative, analytical and practical questions on a college agmission
application might have positivefe€ts on the admissions process. Since 2005, about two-thifdés§ roughly 15,500
annual applicants have chosen to answer one of the optional critical thinking/creative questions. Tufts found thgt the ne
admissions questions improved prediction of college grades. But some schools, in their rush to improve their U.§. News .
World Report rankings, are moving in the opposite direclibry are stripping their applications to the bare bones, rerfhov-
ing essays and other components that provide insight into a stucleartacter and talents, so as to make their applicajions
easier to fill out. They hope to thereby increase application numbers, and thus rejection rates and the appearanck of “sel
tivity.” But they should ask themselves h@xactly this approach makes their schools any hetter
Editor’s note:What this means to potential college applicants is that the oweative the essay questions, either on fhe
schools website application or on the college supplements of the Commonapgeater gkelihood that the school i
interested in looking at the whole student, rather tharetyehe had data of test sces and grades.
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